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WELCOME REMARKS 

By Chairman Arsenio M. Balisacan 

 

Informal ASEAN Heads of Competition Agencies Meeting 

Makati City, Metro Manila, Philippines 

31 January 2018, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

 

<Salutations> 

 

Our colleagues from the ASEAN competition authorities, the ASEAN Secretariat, 

ladies and gentlemen, good morning.  

 

Welcome to Manila. Thank you for joining us in this informal meeting of ASEAN 

heads of competition agencies. I am also very much thankful for your participation 

in the Philippine Competition Commission’s celebration of its anniversary as a 

competition authority established two years ago. This event is one of a series of pre-

forum activities leading up to the 2018 Manila Forum to be held tomorrow and on 

Friday. However, before we are to enjoy the engaging discussions and the company 

of our fellow colleagues in the field of competition law and policy, we must first get 

some work done.   

 

With the passage of several competition laws in ASEAN in recent years, we 

member-countries have collectively recognized the potential benefits that fair and 

robust market competition can bring. Following these critical developments, we 
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have taken the necessary steps to vigorously strengthen our cooperation on matters 

of enforcement, advocacy and capacity building. Today’s activity can be considered 

as one of these steps, as this event will be a rare opportunity to gather the heads of 

ASEAN competition authorities together to keep abreast of each authority’s 

numerous endeavors, as well as to exchange views and provide guidance on a 

number of key AEGC initiatives that are important for the institutions we represent.  

 

Our agencies, with the invaluable assistance provided by the ASEAN Secretariat and 

our development partners, have already undertaken numerous projects that are hoped 

to strengthen the ASEAN’s ability to promote and protect market competition. In 

the midst of an ongoing revolution in information technology and shifting popular 

sentiments on the global policy environment, it becomes ever more important for the 

ASEAN community to come together and ensure cooperation as we strive to achieve 

our own national objectives. 

 

Our meeting today will include several items on the ASEAN Agenda on 

Competition, including presentations of AMS-led projects supported by our 

development partners, and a discussion of similar initiatives in other jurisdictions.  

 

With respect to the ASEAN Agenda on Competition, the Philippines will lead the 

discussions on the ASEAN Regional Cooperation Framework and the ASEAN 

Research Center for Competition. This will be followed by a discussion of the 

ASEAN Competition Business Perception Index, to be led by our colleagues from 

mailto:queries@phcc.gov.ph


  2/F DAP Bldg., San Miguel Ave., 

Ortigas Center, Pasig City   

     queries@phcc.gov.ph 

 (+632) 635-6735   (+632) 631-2129 

 
 
 

Indonesia. Our colleagues from Singapore will spearhead our discussions on the 

ASEAN Competition Toolkit for Business, and the discussion on the Self-

Assessment of Competition Regimes will be led by the ASEAN Secretariat. It is 

important to remind ourselves that these initiatives were created and pursued in line 

with the goal of achieving the ASEAN 2025 agenda on competition.  

 

Our meeting today is meant to be a platform for the exchange of ideas and comments 

so that we are able to come to a more holistic appreciation and understanding of the 

challenges or issues that we face as ASEAN competition authorities, as well as the 

benefits that we stand to gain from our projects. Moving forward, it is meant to guide 

the direction of our future collaborative efforts as a region—I hope that we take 

advantage of this unique opportunity. Furthermore, our conversation in this meeting 

can serve as a springboard to inform, enrich and enliven our dialogues with our 

resource speakers, participants and stakeholders in our two-day forum on the theory 

and practice of competition policy in developing countries.  

 

On behalf of the Philippine Competition Commission, thank you very much for 

sharing your time with us and I hope you enjoy and learn much from the activities 

in store for all of us in the next few days.   

 

END 
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